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By BARBARA HARRINGTON

Posted December 29, 2014

State Senator To File Religious Freedom
Bill

The bill would protect businesses who refuse services to same-sex couples because of religious beliefs.

Photo: Elle Moxley/StateImpact Indiana

Sen. Scott Schneider plans to author the bill.

State Sen. Scott Schneider, R-Indianapolis, plans to file a Religious Freedom Restoration Act during the
upcoming legislative session.

While the details are still being worked out, the Indy Star reports the bill would allow small businesses to
withhold services from same-sex customers.

The bill could have broad implications, according to Micah Clark, director of the American Family Association
of Indiana, an organization lobbying for the measure.

It would allow small businesses — such as bakeries, caterers, florists, and wedding chapels — to refuse services
to gay couples based on the owner’s religious beliefs, he said. It would also allow adoption agencies to refuse to
place children with same-sex couples, he said.

Religious rights advocates have hinted at supporting a measure like Schneider’s since same-sex marriage
was legalized earlier this year. Legal experts say, however, that, when it comes to the law, businesses can
already refuse services to same-sex couples because there isn’t a federal or state law prohibiting
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Schneider released a statement about the proposed legislation Monday:

The recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling in the Hobby Lobby case was based on the federal Religious Freedom
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Restoration Act that was passed unanimously by Congress and signed by President Bill Clinton in 1993. In
reviewing that court ruling, it became clear that Indiana’s laws were not reflective of federal law. This bill,
which I plan to author this session, would match federal law in the state of Indiana. The language of the
measure is still being finalized.

Schneider’s press secretary says he plans to file the bill within the next week.

Barbara Harrington is a reporter for WTIU and WFIU news. Before coming to Bloomington, she worked as a reporter at
WNDU in South Bend, where she received several AP awards for her coverage of breaking news and local politics. You can
follow her on Twitter @BabsofBtown.
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