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SEC. 562. POLICY AND PROCEDURES ON CASUALTY ASSISTANCE TO
SURVIVORS OF MILITARY DECEDENTS.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON CASUALTY ASSISTANCE.—
(1) POLICY REQUIRED.—Not later than August 1, 2006, the

Secretary of Defense shall prescribe a comprehensive policy
for the Department of Defense on the provision of casualty
assistance to survivors and next of kin of members of the
Armed Forces who die during military service (in this section
referred to as ‘‘military decedents’’).

(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall develop the policy
under paragraph (1) in consultation with the Secretaries of
the military departments, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and the Secretary of Homeland Security with respect to the
Coast Guard.

(3) INCORPORATION OF PAST EXPERIENCE AND PRACTICE.—
The policy developed under paragraph (1) shall be based on—

(A) the experience and best practices of the military
departments;

(B) the recommendations of nongovernment organiza-
tions with demonstrated expertise in responding to the
needs of survivors of military decedents; and

(C) such other matters as the Secretary of Defense
considers appropriate.
(4) PROCEDURES.—The policy shall include procedures to

be followed by the military departments in the provision of
casualty assistance to survivors and next of kin of military
decedents. The procedures shall be uniform across the military
departments except to the extent necessary to reflect the tradi-
tional practices or customs of a particular military department.
(b) ELEMENTS OF POLICY.—The comprehensive policy developed

under subsection (a) shall address the following matters:
(1) The initial notification of primary and secondary next

of kin of the deaths of military decedents and any subsequent
notifications of next of kin warranted by circumstances.

(2) The transportation and disposition of remains of mili-
tary decedents, including notification of survivors of the
performance of autopsies.

(3) The qualifications, assignment, training, duties, super-
vision, and accountability for the performance of casualty assist-
ance responsibilities.

(4) The relief or transfer of casualty assistance officers,
including notification to survivors and next of kin of the
reassignment of such officers to other duties.

(5) Centralized, short-term and long-term case-manage-
ment procedures for casualty assistance by each military
department, including rapid access by survivors of military
decedents and casualty assistance officers to expert case man-
agers and counselors.

(6) The provision, through a computer accessible Internet
website and other means and at no cost to survivors of military
decedents, of personalized, integrated information on the bene-
fits and financial assistance available to such survivors from
the Federal Government.

(7) The provision, at no cost to survivors of military
decedents, of legal assistance by military attorneys on matters
arising from the deaths of such decedents, including tax mat-
ters, on an expedited, prioritized basis.

10 USC 1475
note.

VerDate 14-DEC-2004 21:40 Jan 31, 2006 Jkt 049139 PO 00163 Frm 00133 Fmt 6580 Sfmt 6581 E:\PUBLAW\PUBL163.109 APPS24 PsN: PUBL163



119 STAT. 3268 PUBLIC LAW 109–163—JAN. 6, 2006

(8) The provision of financial counseling to survivors of
military decedents, particularly with respect to appropriate dis-
position of death gratuity and insurance proceeds received by
surviving spouses, minor dependent children, and their rep-
resentatives.

(9) The provision of information to survivors and next
of kin of military decedents on mechanisms for registering
complaints about, or requests for, additional assistance related
to casualty assistance.

(10) Liaison with the Department of Veterans Affairs and
the Social Security Administration in order to ensure prompt
and accurate resolution of issues relating to benefits adminis-
tered by those agencies for survivors of military decedents.

(11) Data collection regarding the incidence and quality
of casualty assistance provided to survivors of military
decedents, including surveys of such survivors and military
and civilian members assigned casualty assistance duties.
(c) ADOPTION BY MILITARY DEPARTMENTS.—Not later than

November 1, 2006, the Secretary of each military department shall
prescribe regulations, or modify current regulations, on the policies
and procedures of such military department on the provision of
casualty assistance to survivors and next of kin of military
decedents in order to conform such policies and procedures to the
policy developed under subsection (a).

(d) REPORT ON IMPROVEMENT OF CASUALTY ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS.—Not later than December 1, 2006, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
and the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives a report that includes—

(1) the assessment of the Secretary of the adequacy and
sufficiency of the current casualty assistance programs of the
military departments;

(2) a plan for a system for the uniform provision to sur-
vivors of military decedents of personalized, accurate, and
integrated information on the benefits and financial assistance
available to such survivors through the casualty assistance
programs of the military departments under subsection (c);
and

(3) such recommendations for other legislative or adminis-
trative action as the Secretary considers appropriate to enhance
and improve such programs to achieve their intended purposes.
(e) GAO REPORT.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than July 1, 2006, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the committees specified
in subsection (d) a report on the evaluation by the Comptroller
General of the casualty assistance programs of the Department
of Defense and of such other departments and agencies of
the Federal Government as provide casualty assistance to sur-
vivors and next of kin of military decedents.

(2) ASSESSMENT.—The report shall include the assessment
of the Comptroller General of the adequacy of the current
policies and procedures of, and funding for, the casualty assist-
ance programs covered by the report to achieve their intended
purposes.

Regulations.
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